
WNY Chemical Dependency Consortium 
Board of Directors Meeting  

Friday, June16, 2023 
Virtual Meeting 

 
Time start: 11:00 
End time:   12:13 
 
Members Present: 
 
Matt Smith  X                                    Bill Penman x                             Jodie Altman           Natasha Battle  x                        
Beth Anzalone  X                              Jackie West x                             Jennifer Seib            Sheila Harding  x                                      
Tye Pope                                            Ed Cichon  x                               Shannon Ford x                                   
Robin Mann  x                                   Erica Sebastian x                       Erin Zych                        
 
 
Approval of May minutes: 
Minutes first: Jodie Altman 
Seconded: Ed Cichon 
 
Treasurer’s report:  Bill Penman reported we have a balance of $19,460.00. Bill paid the second portion 
of the Cultural Competency training bill. Membership is coming in and there will be another deposit of 
$1200.00. 
Membership:  Received several new memberships. We have a new member, Erie County Medical 
Service.   17 Agencies have paid.  Those that haven’t paid, members will reach out to their accounting 
depts., and  all will check on status of payment. 
Discussion was had on ways to spend the money we have in the treasury. All ideas are welcome 
Ed suggested that we provide a larger media campaign about SUD to benefit all members. The group 
then had a discussion on ways to increase our messaging through social media. Erica Zych offered to 
have her husband (who does marketing for a living) to come to speak to the group at our next meeting 
in July. 
 
 
WNYCDC Website. Things remain the same, no new information.  Kate Chudoba  (WNY United) will 
continue to add any new campaign information   There is also money for coalitions to apply for funding 
for small projects.  Please check out the website wnycdc.com for details. 
Please remember to send any information to Kchudoba@wnyunited.org at WNY United 
Ed has some Public policy information he will forward. 
                                                                       
                                                                       
SOR-Matt shared information concerning the SOR III Grant and the projects related to this round of 
funding.   
Please continue to send any up-dates to Preventionfocus so they can record results and progress 
“Take it to the Box” will continue and every county will have Billboards and print ads in August. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Kchudoba@wnyunited.org


 
Training update: 
Discussion of the past training: Part Two of Cultural Competency Training-2023.  
Robin added that certificates were emailed to participants-thank you Robin! 
Second training will take place in either August or September 
“Dark side of the Web”-This training will be held On Friday Sept 23rd from 10-11:30.  
SAPTS training is being held the last week of June for those who need to have staff attend.  
The Prevention Retreat will be held on Wednesday August 23rd at Chestnut Ridge. Flyer will be 
distributed with a link for registration.  Please have all staff fill out the registration form and encourage 
everyone to attend!  It’s always a great day for everyone! 
Discussion about working with Max Donatelli on the “Art Of Advocacy” at the CDC monthly Public Policy 
meeting in July. 
 
ASAP Merger.  Leadership will come to the region likely in October. They will meet with all providers and 
KED offered to host the event. 
 
 
Treatment: Jodie Altman reported 
  

1. SOR report with Value Network-Community Connector-4 leads beginning to send/receive 
referrals. ECMC  is taking referrals. 

2. 850 Regs-comments will be taken until 8/13/23 
3. Test strips available for distribution-can order on website 
4. OASAS will follow up with COVID Guidelines 
5. Updates: Recovery Community: Charles Lloyd Best Self asked for emails of members to 

collaborate-provides a safe space for people in recovery ,open 7days a week 
6. Addict to Addict-8/31/23-OD Awareness Day 
 

 
 
Public Policy:  Ed Cichon  

1. Discussion of OMED Bill 
2. Plans for the summer and a thank you letter to Mark O’Brien, DMH Commissioner for his 

advocacy. 1/3 of our work is advocacy and the state does have rules on how much time can be 
spent on advocacy. 

 
 
Prevention:  Sheila Harding 
Group discussed the CPP, CPS credential mentoring set for Sept. 
Provider Showcase:  PAX Good Behavior Game provided by Prevention Works 
 
 
Meeting ended at 11:40 
 
 
 
Board terms: Matt and Beth will take a look at the current Board terms for membe 
 


