
WNY Chemical Dependency Consortium 
Board of Directors Meeting  

Friday, June 21st 2024 
Virtual Meeting 

 
Time start: 11:03 
End time:   11:48 
 
Members Present: 
 
Matt Smith        X                             Bill Penman  X              Jodie Altman  X       Gulsum Silluzio                        
Beth Anzalone                                  Jackie West      X              Jennifer Seib  X        Melanie Witkowski  X                                                                                  
Ed Cichon  X                                      Shannon Ford   X             Erin Zych               
Robin Mann X                                   Erica Sebastian X             Sheila Harding x                           
 
 
Call to Order:  Board Chair Matt Smith called the meeting to order at 11:03 a.m. 
 
Approval of Minutes:  
1st:  Ed Cichon 
2nd:  Shannon Ford 
Minutes of the May 2024 meeting were approved 
 
Board Member replacement: Kim Strauser of ACASA agreed to join the board once Bill retires 
 
General Membership: 17 of 25 member agencies have already paid their dues for 2024.  
 
Treasurer – Jackie agreed to be the treasurer once Bill retires.  Currently WNYCDC account is with 
Community Bank. Bill mentioned another bank account could be opened elsewhere if it was more 
convenient. 
 
Treasurer’s report:  Over $8,000 in operating account. There is $10,300 in our CD. It matures in 
November and automatically rolls over.  
 
Trainings Update: August 22nd training to provide a Day in the Life and an Overview of Prevention, 
Treatment, Recovery and Harm Reduction.  10 minutes total for each presenter.  

1. Prevention – WNY United Against Drug and Alcohol Abuse and Prevention Works 
2. Treatment – Horizon Health 
3. Recovery – BestSelf  
4. Harm Reduction -  Evergreen Health  

 
Ruth Ridick – the Keynote speaker was overpaid (Double for the uber fees), Not likely going to pursue 
due to minimal charge, Preventionfocus will cover the cost if additional fees are not returned. 
 
WNYCDC Website. Things remain the same, no new information. Kate Chudoba  (WNY United) will 
continue to add any new campaign information. Please, remember to send any information to 
Kchudoba@wnyunited.org at WNY United 
                                                                                                                                             

mailto:Kchudoba@wnyunited.org


Gold Key Holiday Luncheon – date scheduled for November 15th at Classics V. Matt will reach out to 
facilities to confirm the date.  

1. Melanie will get the Goldkey nomination form into a google form by the end of July. A draft 
will be submitted to the board.  

 
Other Updates: There is a meeting with InUnity Thursday, June 27th with Prevention Providers.  
 
Committee reports:  
  
Treatment: Jodie Altman was unable to attend so Jen Seib provided a few details 

1) OTP update 
 
 Public Policy:  Ed Cichon  

1. Waiver Information  
2. State & COLA update 
3. Opioid Settlement Funds 

 
Prevention:  Sheila Harding:  Ed Chichon was our guest 

1. SOR Updates 
2. CANYS Updates 
3. SAPST Prevention Trainings and other Prevention Resource Center Trainings Coming Up  

 
Meeting ended at 11:48 
 
 
Board Terms:  
Matt Smith 10/26   Bill Penman 10/24  Erica Sebastian 2/26  Sheila Harding 10/26  
Beth Anzalone 10/26   Jackie West 10/24  Erin Zych 2/26   Shannon Ford 10/25  
Jodie Altman 10/26   Ed Cichon 10/26  Robin Mann 10/26  Jennifer Seib 10/26  
Melanie Witkowski 1/27  Gulsum Silluzio 9/26  
 


