
WNY Chemical Dependency Consortium 
Board of Directors Meeting  

Friday, October 18, 2024 
Virtual Meeting 

 
Time start: 11:00 
End time:   11:45 
 
Members Present: 
 
Matt Smith  X                                     Bill Penman  x                Jodie Altman  x      Gulsum Suluzzio                       
Beth Anzalone  X                               Jackie West                    Jennifer Seib    x     Melanie Witkowski   x                                                                                
Ed Cichon  x                                       Shannon Ford  x             Erica Zych   x            
Robin Mann  x                                  Erica Sebastian x             Shelia Harding x                           
 
 
 
Approval of Minutes:  
1st: Erica Sebastian 
2nd: Shannon Ford 
 
Treasurer’s report:  Bill Penman was unable to give a reort, however shared there has been no spending 
sine the last meeting.  
Membership: Is in great shape , everyone is paid. 
 
New addition:   
A formal motion was made by Matt Smith to accept the resignation of Bill Penman as treasurer of the 
WNY Chemical Dependency Coalition.  Bill will be retiring next week. Congratulations to Bill and thank 
you for all you have done for the field and this coalition. 
Josie Altman seconded the motion. All approved 
 
Matt Smith made a formal motion to accept the nomination of Jackie West as the new treasure of the 
WNY Chemical Dependency Consortium effectively immediately.  
Jodie Altman seconded.  All Approved 
The signers for the account will be Matt Smith, as Chair and Jackie West as new Treasurer 
 
Slate of Officers for the 2025 year presented by the group 
Chair:  Matt Smith 
Vice Chair:  Jen Seib 
Secretary:  Melanie Witkowski 
Treasurer: Jackie West 
 
Prevention Chair: Sheila Harding 
Treatment Chair: Jodie Altman 
Public Policy Chair: Ed Chichon 
 



WNYCDC Website. Things remain the same, no new information.  Kate Chudoba  (WNY United) will 
continue to add any new campaign information   There is also money for coalitions to apply for funding 
for small projects.  Please check out the website for details. 
Please remember to send any information to Kchudoba@wnyunited.org at WNY United 
 
                                                                       
                                                                       
SOR- 
Not a lot of new updates –November meeting cancelled by OASAS. Campaign will continue and a 
discussion about Drug Take Back days  and how to garner more real time information was had.    
Please continue to share info with Dave Mussen at Prevention Focus 
 
Training update: 
* Will continue to look as offerings by Regan & Amos 
The video recorded at the “Day in the Life “  training is great and can be used for staff training and on 
boarding. 
 
Gold Key Awards: All nominations should be in by October 24th.  Board will communicate by email the 
nominations and winners. Need to get the program out. Matt will make final menu choices and finish 
details.  Jackie will handle registration with help of her staff and other volunteers. 
 
Marketing discussion: 
 We will continue to keep these points in mind and also use the video from Training on the day in the 
Life as a recruiting and on boarding tool.  
 
 
Committee reports: 
  
Treatment: Jodie Altman  
Small group but great discussion and conversation 
115 Waiver 
Integrated care 
Work force  
Meetings will have a different structure as OASAS will attend Public Policy meetings to Share OASAS 
Updates. 
 
 Public Policy:  Ed Cichon  
 We have restructure meeting so OAAS will only have to come to Public Policy to report and updates. 
There were no updates today and only one staff attended.  
Prevention:  Sheila Harding:   
  
Change in structure-OASAS only to attend Public Policy meetings for updates 
Gold key Discussion 
SOR updates 
Sharing resources and ideas  
 
Meeting ended: 11:45 
Board Terms: 

mailto:Kchudoba@wnyunited.org


 
Matt Smith  10/26                                   Bill Penman  10/26               Erica Sebastian      2/26 
Beth Anzalone  10/26                            Jackie West  10/24                 Erica Zyck  2/26                                                                                                                 
Shannon Ford  10/25                              Jodie Altman 10/26                 
Robin Mann  10/26                                 Jennifer Seib   10/26 
Ed Cichon  10/26                                                                        
 
 
 


