
WNY Chemical Dependency Consortium 
Board of Directors Meeting  

Friday, January 20, 2023 
Virtual Meeting 

 
Time start: 11:00 
End time:   12:13 
 
Members Present: 
 
Matt Smith  X                                    Bill Penman   x                          Mike Pretzman         
Beth Anzalone  X                              Jackie West  x                            Jennifer Seib   
Melanie Witkowski   x                     Jodi Altman  x                            Tye Pope                                                                    
Ed Cichon  x                                       Shannon Ford x                                   
Robin Mann  x                                   
 
 
Approval of minutes: 
Minutes approved for the last Board meeting 
First: Bill Penman 
Second: Ed Cichon 
 
Treasurer’s report:  Bill shared the balance have $19,147.95 
Activity reported $328.25 for the luncheon.   We realize people will pay at the door for the luncheon so 
more to come. 
Bill shared a membership update.  We still have not heard from NACs, Bill will follow up. 
 
Board member term updates:  Matt suggested we vote on making Board terms retroactive for three 
years-all members whose term expires  2022, moved to 2025. 
Beth-first  
Jody-Second   

   

WNYCDC Website. Things remain the same, no new information.  Kate Chudoba  (WNY United) will 
continue to add any new campaign information   There is also money for coalitions to apply for funding 
for small projects.  Please check out the website for details. 
Please remember to send any information to Kchudoba@wnyunited.org at WNY United 
Ed shared he will send some new information to Kate to update the Public policy information. 
                                                                       
                                                                       
SOR-the grant officially ends Sept 30 A NCE will continue with half the original amount of money to 
continue programming we have implemented. 
No new information for the upcoming grant has been shared up to this point.  A meeting is scheduled 
for SOR III in the coming week.  
Any information please up-date Prevention Focus so they can record results and progress 
There was notification that there will be another round 3 of SOR funding. 
 
 
Training update:  Part two of Cultural Competency training is being planned. 

mailto:Kchudoba@wnyunited.org


Dates:  Ed will connect with tem and see is there are some available dates in may June. 
KEDS offered to provide training on “The Dark Side of Social Media” 
We are listening to the needs of our population and trying to provide appropriate training. 
Discussion was had about what other trainings the group would like to have. Possibly training in Sept. 
One idea was brought up about: The Impact of Harm Reduction to Prevention Providers. 
PX21 Prevention will be providing in April. Possibly Reducing Stigma 
More to come 
 
Annual Luncheon 
Gold Key-Friday, February 3, 2023 Classic V  
Jody volunteered to help with registration. Credits are in progress 
 
Agency updates:  
Prevention Focus-new staff 
Prevention Council -75 years of Service celebration 
GCASA-rebranding the agency-will be celebrating 50 years in 2025 
Discussion was had about recruitment of new Board members.  Melanine Witkowski and Mike Pretzman 
are resigning from the Board. Matt will reach out to Erica Sebastian to see if there is interest in 
becoming Prevention Chair and joining the Board. 
 
 
Treatment: Jody Altman reported 
There was small attendance  

1. OASAS –DEA waiver-eliminated 
2. Language Access bulletin 
3. 1/26-2-3:30 Harm Reduction office hours 
4. Supplemental Grant updates 
5. Value network-12 noon meeting for the 1115 Waiver 
6. Updated Covid guidance 
7. CAZ-new CEO Lindsey Herndon 
8. Workforce-trouble finding CASAC’s.  Scope of practice issues. Can we hire Provisional 

CASAC/QHP’s? 
9. Catholic Charities-King Urban Center-Winter supply drive 

 
 
Public Policy:  Ed Cichon  
Ed shared that he felt uncomfortable in his position at CAZ with ASAP .Discussion was had about how to 
move forward. 
State of the State address 
 
Prevention:  Matt reported for Prevention.  We are still in need of a Prevention Chair 
SOR update: waiting on information on SOR III 
Vaping is becoming more of an issue every day. Agencies are looking for Presentations for younger kids.  
Agencies are Soliciting help for the Anti-Vaping coalition. 
OASAS pulls back on Tobacco info because the Health Dept has funding for Tobacco 
information/dissemination. 
 
 



Meeting ended at 12:04 
 
Board terms 
 
Matt Smith  10/25                                   Bill Penman 10/25                                   Shannon Ford 10/25                                  
Beth Anzalone  10/23                             Jackie West  10/225                                Jodi Altman 12/25                     
Robin Mann  10/25                                 Jennifer Seib   10/25 
Ed Cichon  10/25                                     Ty Pope 10/23                                    
 
 
 


