
WNY Chemical Dependency Consortium 
Board of Directors Meeting  
Friday, September 15, 2023 

Virtual Meeting 
 

Time start: 11:00 
End time:   11:45 
 
Members Present: 
 
Matt Smith  X                                    Bill Penman  x                   Jodie Altman  x     Gulsum Silluzio x                       
Beth Anzalone  X                              Jackie West x                    Jennifer Seib                                                                                        
Ed Cichon  x                                       Shannon Ford                   Erin Zych               
Robin Mann   x                                  Erica Sebastian x              Sheila Harding                            
 
 
Approval of Gulsum Silluzio to join the Board: 
Motion to approve first: Jodie Altman 
Seconded: Bill Pennman 
Welcome Gulsum! 
 
Approval of July Minutes:  
1st:  Jodie Altman 
2nd: Bill Penman 
 
Treasurer’s report:  Bill Penman reported the treasury has $20,254.58 There were no expenditures this 
month. 
Matt mentioned the media conversation that we hope to schedule in the next couple of months 
Bill also suggested we might want to consider putting $10,000.00 in a high rate account-90 day CD. 
Rates are really good right now. Bill will look into the possibility at Community bank, where our account 
is presently-  
Motion was made by Ed and seconded by Jackie to move forward with this. 
Membership:  Bill reported that we still have a couple of agencies who owe dues. Brooks-TLS and ECMC. 
Jodie offered to reach out. 
Natasha Battle left Prevention Works.  Melanie Witkowski will re join the Board in the next few months. 
 
 
WNYCDC Website. Things remain the same, no new information.  Kate Chudoba (WNY United) will 
continue to add any new campaign information   There is also money for coalitions to apply for funding 
for small projects.  Please, check out the website for details. 
Please, remember to send any information to Kchudoba@wnyunited.org at WNY United 
 
                                                                       
                                                                       
SOR- 
“Take It to The Box” campaign will continue for SOR III year 2 which will run through September of 2024 
Please, continue to send any updates to Preventionfocus on Take it to the Box activities so they can 
record results and progress 

mailto:Kchudoba@wnyunited.org


There will be a DEA Drug Take Back Day at the end of October-details to follow. 
Bill shared with the group that they received a small grant from CAP and will be purchasing 24,000 paper 
pharmacy bags to be distributed throughout the county. Other counties will be switching to these bags 
in the coming months.  
Cattaraugus County will be using these with the veteran’s office as well.  
 
 
Training update: 
* Dark side of the web will be held on Sept 22 virtually. 
The Prevention Council will handle the registration.  Please contact Darlene to register participants 
Robin will work on credits 
*Prevention CPP, CPS mentoring program will be re-scheduled for 2024. 
*Speaker for luncheon to be held in person in November: 
Gulsum suggested a speaker she heard at the ASAP conference.  Ruth Reddick spoke about Peer Groups 
at the conference and Gulsum thought she might be perfect for the luncheon. 
She agreed to reach out and see if she would be interested.  
Emma Fabian name also was shared as a possible speaker. 
 

 Next CDC meeting will be held in person at KED. 

 9:00 am Prevention/Treatment 

 10:00 Public Policy/John Copolla  

 11:00 Board meeting 

 November will be the luncheon and December will be virtual 
 
Marketing discussion was tabled. 
  
Treatment: Jodie Altman reported  
Value network: 
1) Training grant from Erie County for 2024 
2)  Workforce event-11/8/2023 
3)  SOR Grant-Budget due to OASAS 
 
OASAS: 

1) 9/26/23-CASAC credentialing update meeting 
2) Telehealth regs-Who can’t do it? 
CASAC-T and CRPA are able to telehealth now, (will get clarification from Colleen Mance) 

Agency Updates: HHS intake team has moved to Niagara Falls Blvd. 
                                Evergreen-launching walk-in MAT through a street outreach grant 
                                CAZ-Billing integration, done. 
 
Workforce: still some issues but some improvement. 
 
  
Public Policy:  Ed Cichon  
Opiate settlement funds will be having an upcoming meeting 
The state and the county will be looking for implementation of the legalization of cannabis across the 
state. 
 



 
Prevention:  Matt chaired in Shelia’s absence.  
Discussion of the ASAP conference 
Debrief of the August retreat 
CPP,CPS mentoring date to be tabled 
 
 
Meeting ended at 11:51 
 
 
 
 
Board Terms: 
 
Matt Smith  10/23                                   Bill Penman  10/23                Erica Sebastian      2/26 
Beth Anzalone  10/23                             Jackie West  10/24                 Erin Zych  2/26                                                                                                                 
Shannon Ford  10/25                              Jodie Altman 10/23                Sheila Harding 3/26 
Robin Mann  10/23                                 Jennifer Seib   10/23    Gulsum Silluzio 9/26 
Ed Cichon  10/23                                                                        
 
 
 


