
WNY Chemical Dependency Consortium 
Board of Directors Meeting  
Friday, February 17, 2023 

Virtual Meeting 
 

Time start: 11:00 
End time:   12:13 
 
Members Present: 
 
Matt Smith  X                                    Bill Penman                                Jodie Altman                               
Beth Anzalone  X                              Jackie West x                             Jennifer Seib                                               
Tye Pope                                            Ed Cichon  x                               Shannon Ford x                                   
Robin Mann  x                                   Erica Sebastian x                             
 
 
Approval of minutes: 
Minutes first: Ed Cichon 
Seconded: Shannon Ford 
 
Treasurer’s report:  Bill Penman was a little late.  He will update at the next meeting 
Membership:  There was a clerical oversight at NACS, they will be sending payment. 
Matt introduced a new Board member, Erica Sebastian from Casa Trinity-Prevention 
A motion was brought to have her join the Board; Jodie first, Bill seconded. 
Another name was brought to the board, Erin Zych of Independent Living as a new representative from 
Niagara County  
Jodie motioned first, Ed second. 
We still need representation from Chaut. Cty. Follow up with people from that region will take place to 
see if we can find someone. 
 
Awards Luncheon: 175 people attended-Biggest group to date. Jackie West thanked everyone who help 
and the group wanted to acknowledge Linda Benz for all her hard work 
Registration went very smoothly and a big thanks to Robin and staff for the credits from OASAS process.  
 
WNYCDC Website. Things remain the same, no new information.  Kate Chudoba  (WNY United) will 
continue to add any new campaign information   There is also money for coalitions to apply for funding 
for small projects.  Please check out the website for details. 
Please remember to send any information to Kchudoba@wnyunited.org at WNY United 
Ed has some Public policy information he will forward. 
                                                                       
                                                                       
SOR-the grant officially ends March 31. SOR III will begin in April 
Please continue to send any updates to Preventionfocus so they can record results and progress 
Take it to the box will continue and every county will have Billboards. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Kchudoba@wnyunited.org


 
Training update: 
Cultural Competency Training-Part II will be held June 2, 2023.  Ed will get the cost of the trainings and 
bring to the group. 
Robin will work on credits 
Second training will take place in either August or September 
“Dark side of the Web”-Jodie shared this is a presentation that KEDS does and its well received  OR 
“Harm Reduction for the Prevention Provider” 
Group decided on Dark side of the Web It will be held Friday Sept 22, 2023 10-11:30 
 
 
Treatment: Jodie Altman reported 
  

1. OASAS revised masking guidance 2/2223 at 11 am 
2. Learning Thursday-_Xylazin 
3. 6 part webinar-LGBTQ 
4. RFA due3/15/2023-Low Bup 
5. SUD/NCH 2/24/23 Peer Conference 
6. Harm Reduction Educational series-2/23/23 
7. Scope of practice discussion-re: hiring CASAC’s-provisional 

 
 
Public Policy:  Ed Cichon  
Went over the Public Policy presentation-asked for feedback 
Gov proposed budget 
Covid policy 
 
Prevention:  Matt Smith 
Still no Chair for Prevention 
SOR update 
OASAS email about Covid Policy 
CPP exam prep –will discuss with group and plan a date. Group feels it’s still a valuable activity 
 
 
Other Business and announcements: 
Shannon shared GCASA rebranding  
 
 
Meeting ended at 11:53 
 
Board terms 
 
Matt Smith  10/23                                   Bill Penman  10/23                Erica Sebastian      2/26 
Beth Anzalone  10/23                             Jackie West  10/24                 Erin Zych  2/26                                                                                                       
Shannon Ford  10/25                              Jodie Altman 10/23 
Robin Mann  10/23                                 Jennifer Seib   10/23 
Ed Cichon  10/23                                     Tye Pope 10/23                                    
 


