
 

Board of Directors Meeting Minutes  
Friday, April 11, 2025 

12:30 p.m. 
Via Zoom 

 
Matt Smith  X               Jodie Altman                  Gulsum Silluzio  X             Melanie Witkowski                
Beth Anzalone X           Jackie West    X               Jennifer Seib  X                Kim Strauser  X                                                                  
Ed Cichon   X                 Shannon Ford                  Erin Zych   X            
Robin Mann  X              Erica Sebastian X            Sheila Harding               

 
Meeting called to order:  12:35 p.m.  
Meeting ended:  1:13 p.m.  

 
1. Approval of the March 2025 meeting minutes.  

1st by Beth, 2nd by Jackie, approved by the board  

 

2. Topics for Discussion 

a) Treasurer’s Report – Jackie provided her report.  As of now, $9678.89 in the 

checking account, same as last months report.  However, the check for $1,500 to 

Ragan and Amos for their upcoming training was sent so that will hit the account 

soon.  Tax forms have been completed and submitted.   Annual dues letter has been 

distributed and nearly half of our membership has already responded.  Another 

reminder email will be sent at the end of the month to further encourage members 

to send their dues payments in.   

b) WNYCDC Web Site – Minutes have been added and some information updated.  As 

always, send updates to kchudoba@wnyunited.org 

c) Trainings 2025 – Ragan and Amos will present “DEI Next Steps” on 4/22/25 as a 

virtual training from 10-11:30 a.m.  Robin will complete submission for CEU’s to 

OASAS and should know more about where we stand with registration by early next 

week   



d) Holiday Luncheon 2025 – Planning committee did not meet yet but Jackie suggested 

that Laurie Cole should be approached as a keynote speaker and we should give her 

some kind of recognition.  The group generally agreed. 

e) Gold Key Awards 2025 – Planning committee had their first meeting. Ed and Jen 

shared their ideas for improving the nomination process and the whole thing will be 

examined.  The group favors an electronic submission possibly linked to 

wnycdc.com.  Whatever happens it needs to be easy and accessible to all.  

Discussion of better involving nominators in the awards ceremony at the luncheon 

and how to incentivize more people to submit nominations earlier possibly through 

a raffle of gift cards or free admissions to the luncheon.     

f) Discussion of OASAS meeting was tabled as that meeting was cancelled.  

g) Discussion of InUnity Alliance and the benefits of membership.  Matt shared their 

marketing brochure.  As of now, the WNYCDC, is a coalition member although the 

benefits of that are still not buttoned down.  Coalition membership may or may not 

continue as an option.  Agencies are encouraged to explore the benefits of joining. 

Matt will attempt to get answers to any questions from interested agencies and 

InUnity Alliance CEO Jihoon Kim is happy to speak to any interested parties himself.  

 

3. Committee Chair Reports  

a) Public Policy (Ed) – Discussion of SAPT Block Grant roller coaster ride, Federal Budget 

process, the importance of continuing to meet with local elected. Attempting to 

reach out to Bonnie Lockwood to organize a visit from Kathy Hochul maybe in 

summer.   

b) Prevention (Beth, due to Sheila conflict) – SOR Updates and marketing, CPP/CPS 

Credentialing (Testing, Online application, Sheila continues to offer to mentor for 

office hours).  Structuring of teams at different agency discussion tabled to May.  

c) Treatment (Jackie, due to Jodie conflict due to change in time of the meeting) – 

Scope of Practice issues, hiring concerns, handling government uncertainty – 

meeting attendance has been generally good so far this year. 

 

 

2025 Meetings 

1/17, 2/21, 3/21, 4/11, 5/16, 6/20, 7/18, 8/15, 9/19, 10/17,  

and 12/12 (board meeting only)  

2025 Annual Luncheon scheduled for 11/21/25 

 


