WNY Chemical Dependency Consortium
Board of Directors Meeting
Friday, April 19, 2024
Virtual Meeting

Time start: 11:00
End time: 12:00

Members Present:

Matt Smith Bill Penman Jodie Altman Gulsum Suluzzio

Beth Anzalone X Jackie West Jennifer Seib x Melanie Witkowski x
Ed Cichon x Shannon Ford Erica Zych x

Robin Mann Erica Sebastian x Shelia Harding x

Approval of Minutes:
1*: Ed Cichon
2" Sheila Harding

Treasurer’s report: Bill Penman reported we have$10,152.54 in our account

Membership: we will be sending out the membership letters to all our members for the upcoming 2025
year.

The letter was approved by the group with the current dues to stay in place.

WNYCDC Website. Things remain the same, no new information. Kate Chudoba (WNY United) will
continue to add any new campaign information There is also money for coalitions to apply for funding
for small projects. Please check out the website for details.

Please remember to send any information to Kchudoba@wnyunited.org at WNY United

SOR-
“Take It to The Box” campaign will continue for SOR 3 Please continue to share info with Dave Mussen at
Prevention Focus

Training update:
Ed led the discussion for the upcoming trainings planned for the members.
August 22" will be the date for the virtual training that will encompass the continuum of services of the
field.
We are looking for staff from our agencies to present A. Overview of each sector
B. A person to share “A day in the Life”.
Prevention: Melanie W. will do the overview, and WNY United Prevention Specialist will present the
“Day in the Life”.
Treatment: Ed will work with Jodie and the treatment group
Peers: Jen S will work on staff for that sector
Harm Reduction: Emma Fabian (?) from Evergreen and Best self will be the backup.


mailto:Kchudoba@wnyunited.org

Other training Discussion: 1115 waiver and how it is all going to work for treatment

Melanie suggested we look for some training on Marijuana in the workplace and how it impacts the
workplace. Both these topics will be discussed as we move forward in the year.

Group did re-visit the Social Media/marketing discussion and it was suggested we try and put together a
small group to continue the work,

The orginal idea came to the group because we have money in the treasury and the Board wanted to
find some strategies on how to best use these dollars, that would increase visibility of the field.

Committee reports:

Treatment: Jodie Altman was unable to attend
1) OASAS-1115 waiver and its impact on residential
2) Discussion on the federal changes SAMSHA
3) OTP update

Public Policy: Ed Cichon
1. Discussion of the State budget-not passed as of yet
2. COLA update

Prevention: Sheila Harding: Ed Chichon was our guest
The group had an update on SOR. Discussion on future trainings and had a presentation by Tammy
Bennett ,Program Director, WNY United , on MONDAY.COM
Group also reflected on our goals.
Prevention Goals 2024:
1. Wellness for the group.
2. Peerto peer support
3. CPP & CPS credentialing

Meeting ended at 12:00

Board Terms:

Matt Smith 10/23 Bill Penman 10/23 Erica Sebastian  2/26
Beth Anzalone 10/23 Jackie West 10/24 Erica Zyck 2/26
Shannon Ford 10/25 Jodie Altman 10/23

Robin Mann 10/23 Jennifer Seib 10/23

Ed Cichon 10/23






